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	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL231]: What is the average cost of a deportation appeal before the tribunal where the Home Office is represented by (a) a presenting officer; (b) the Treasury solicitor; and (c) Treasury counsel. 

Reply from (Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The average cost of a deportation appeal before the tribunal where the Home Office is represented by a Home Office presenting officeris £2,054. The average cost where the Home Office is represented by Treasury counsel is £3,105.

Treasury solicitors do not represent the Home Office at appeal hearings and their role is limited to instructing Treasury counsel.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70108w0004.htm#07010824000038 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Roberts of Llandudno asked Her Majesty's Government [HL949]: How many children were detained in immigration removal centres in each month of 2006. 

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The exact information requested is not available; it would be available only by examination of individual case files, at disproportionate cost.

Quarterly snapshots are published showing the number of people detained under Immigration Act powers on the last Saturday of each quarter. The table attached shows the number of persons recorded as being under 18 as at the last Saturday of each quarter in 2006.
Minors(1) recorded as being held in detention in the United Kingdom solely under Immigration Act powers in immigration removal centres(2)(3)(4) 
Detained as at

Number of minors

25 March 2006

15

24 June 2006

20

30 September 2006

20

(1) People in detention recorded as being under 18 as at the dates supplied. Figures are likely to overstate because applicants aged 18 or over may claim to be younger on arrival in the United Kingdom.

(2) Excludes persons detained in short term holding facilities, police cells and those in dual detention.

(3) Includes persons detained in Oakington Reception Centre.

(4) Figures rounded to the nearest five.

Minors are detained only in two limited circumstances: first, as part of a family group whose detention is considered appropriate; secondly, when unaccompanied, while alternative care arrangements are made and normally just overnight. While the detention of families with children is very regrettable, it nevertheless remains necessary in appropriate cases in order to maintain an effective immigration control and to tackle abuses of the asylum system.

Information on the number of persons detained is published in the Quarterly Asylum Bulletin, on the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70108w0004.htm#07010824000037 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Laird asked Her Majesty's Government [HL142]: What changes have been made this year to the highly skilled migrant programme (applications by young people for highly skilled migrant status); why they were made; when; after what consultation; and when they come into force.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: I refer the noble Lord to the Written Ministerial Statement presented by my honourable friend the Minister of State for Nationality, Citizenship and Immigration on 7 November. (col. 39WS)

In that Statement the reasons for the changes to the highly skilled migrant programme (HSMP) were explained. The Statement went on to explain that the previous HSMP rules were being suspended and why: we took these steps to avoid a rush of speculative applications by people who would wish their applications to be considered under the old rules, which is what happened after the publication of the Command Paper on the points-based system. The suspension was to enable us to make the transition effectively to the new rules and to ensure that current levels of customer service were maintained when the new arrangements were introduced. In the interests of good customer service, we made sure that this would not disadvantage applicants substantively. The changes came into effect on 5 December 2006.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70108w0004.htm#07010824000040 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1023]: Who are the external assessors sampling the quality of asylum decisions; and how many cases they examined in each of the past two years.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Samples of asylum decisions are externally assessed by the Treasury Solicitor's Department: 363 decisions were assessed in 2004-05 and 325 decisions were assessed in 2005-06. Additionally, UNHCR assesses a sample of asylum decisions under the Quality Initiative Project. The latest available information is contained in the UNHCR report Quality Initiative—Third Report to the Minister (March 2006) which can be found on the Home Office website at www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/reports/unhcr 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70110w0002.htm#07011065000018 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1025]: Whether they intend to grant further exceptional and temporary leaves to remain, in respect of asylum applicants in the backlog of cases and for current cases, when it appears that there is no reasonable prospect of return to the country of origin.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Asylum applicants who qualify to enter or remain in the United Kingdom are granted permission to do so. Those who do not qualify have had the benefit of consideration by specialist decision makers and access to the courts. They are expected to leave and are otherwise liable to removal. Applicants who, through no fault of their own, cannot return to their countries of origin have access to support and accommodation until the obstacles to return are removed.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70110w0003.htm#07011065000022 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Roberts of Llandudno asked Her Majesty's Government [HL947]: What assistance is available for asylum applicants whose applications have failed.

Reply from (Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The International Organisation for Migration provides return and reintegration assistance under the voluntary-assisted returns and reintegration programme for failed asylum seekers making a voluntary return. The Immigration and Nationality Department makes available support and accommodation under Section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 to failed asylum seekers who would otherwise be destitute and for whom there is a temporary barrier to leaving the UK. Families who were in receipt of asylum support under Section 95 at the time appeal rights were exhausted normally continue to receive support, while they remain in the UK, until the youngest dependant reaches 18 years of age. Failed asylum seekers who have a need for care and attention due to age, illness or disability and not solely because of destitution may be eligible for support from the local authority under Section 21 of the National Assistance Act 1948.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70110w0003.htm#07011065000020 
Fabian Hamilton [109724]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will consider the merits of allowing failed asylum seekers who are too frightened to agree to support under Section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 to continue to receive support from the National Asylum Support Service.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Asylum seekers whose applications have been refused and whose appeal rights are exhausted have been found not to require international protection. They are therefore required to leave the UK. Section 4 support is available to failed asylum seekers who would otherwise be destitute and for whom there is a temporary barrier to leaving the UK. This includes the provision of accommodation where this is necessary for the purpose of avoiding a breach of a person’s Convention rights, within the meaning of the Human Rights Act 1998.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070111/text/70111w0002.htm#07011188000002 
Keith Vaz (113944):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what procedures are in place through which asylum applicants can submit complaints about officials.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70109w01.htm 

John Hayes (115301): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the longest time is for which an asylum seeker whose case is still outstanding has remained in the UK; and what the cost has been of that case.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70111w01.htm 

Austin Mitchell (114862): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what representations he has received on the use of dawn raids on asylum seekers.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70111w01.htm 

 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Austin Mitchell (114863): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what consultations he has had with legal advisers on the effect of dawn raids on asylum seekers on the right to family life; and what advice he has received on this subject.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70111w01.htm
Austin Mitchell (114864): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what notice is given (a) before and (b) after dawn raids on asylum seekers to schools attended by the children of those asylum seekers arrested in the raids.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70111w01.htm
Austin Mitchell (114865): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, on how many occasions over the last two years his officers were carrying out dawn raids on asylum seekers accompanied by the police; for what reasons in each case; how many police were involved in each case; and who paid police overtime in those cases.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70111w01.htm 

Austin Mitchell (114952): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many children were detained in dawn raids on asylum seekers in each of the last two years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70111w01.htm
Austin Mitchell (114953): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many asylum seekers were detained in dawn raids before 8:00 a.m. in each month of the last two years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70111w01.htm
Austin Mitchell (114954): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, for what reasons dawn raids on asylum seeker families before 8:00 a.m. are used; and what notification is given to (a) the local police, (b) legal advisers and (c) hon. Members of the asylum seekers of those raids.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70111w01.htm
News
Teachers call for end to asylum seeker raids

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=13102007 

Skilled immigrants forced back out by changes to visa rules

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,3-2528474,00.html 

The UK should expect thousands of migrants … and welcome them   

http://www.sundayherald.com/oped/opinion/display.var.1107482.0.the_uk_should_expect_thousands_of_migrants_and_welcome_them.php


	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Immigration 'far higher' than figures say 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml;jsessionid=0YMPTFZOWR0MVQFIQMFSFGGAVCBQ0IV0?xml=/news/2007/01/05/nimm04.xml 

X-ray plan for young asylum seekers

http://politics.guardian.co.uk/homeaffairs/story/0,,1983244,00.html 

State of the union    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/01/09/features.asp
Men face identity offence charges    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/6245639.stm
Fish plant staff held in immigration raid   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=47672007 

Foreign workers arrested in dawn raid   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16378727&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Claims of migrant influx rejected   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/01/11/newsstory9159138t0.asp
Protest to stop refugee's removal   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6258005.stm
Bank to open accounts for Poles   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=68012007
MSP: Irish in Scotland are hidden migrants   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/search/display.var.1121507.0.msp_irish_in_scotland_are_hidden_migrants.php
Unions to tackle exploitation of foreign workers   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1121518.0.0.php
Trafficking victims to get housing and medical aid
http://politics.guardian.co.uk/homeaffairs/story/0,,1989509,00.htm
TOP



	Race Relations
News
Councils to combat extremism   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=30352007
Britain should integrate into Muslim values

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/story/0,,1982376,00.html 

Celebrating a rich diversity   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/search/display.var.1121467.0.celebrating_a_rich_diversity.php
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Sandra Gidley [113489]: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence how many military chaplains there were in each of the last five years, broken down by (a) armed service, (b) rank and (c) faith.

Reply from Derek Twigg: The number of trained military chaplains in the UK Regular Forces in each of the last five years broken down by rank and service is shown in the following table. In addition to the Christian chaplains shown, chaplains from the four main non-Christian faiths were appointed in October 2005, one each from the Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim and Sikh faiths. These chaplains are MOD civil servants rather than service personnel. There is also an honorary officiating chaplain to minister to those of the Jewish faith. The number of trained military chaplains in each of the last five years broken down by denomination and service is shown in the following table.

As at   1 April each year
Denomination
2001( 6)
2002( 6)
2003( 6)
2004( 6)
2005( 6)
2006( 7)
1 November 2006( 1,7)
Naval service( 5)
75

70

65

70

70

65

65(2)
Baptist

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(4)—

(2,4)—

Table continued on following page:


	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Question (continued)

Table continued from previous page:
Church of England

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

35

(2)35

Church of Scotland

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

10

(2)10

Free Church of Scotland

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(4)—

(2,4)—

Methodist

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(4)—

(2,4)—

Roman Catholic

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

(8)—

10

(2)10

Army
150

150

150

150

145

145

145

Baptist

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

Calvinistic Church of Wales

(3)—

(3)—

(3)—

(3)—

(3)—

(3)—

(4)—

Church of England

80

75

75

75

75

70

70

Church of Ireland

10

10

5

5

5

10

10

Church of Scotland

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

Church of Wales

(4)—

5

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

Episcopalian - Scottish

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

Free Church of Scotland

(3)—

(3)—

(3)—

(3)—

(3)—

(4)—

(4)—

Methodist

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

Presbyterian - Ireland

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

Presbyterian - Scotland

(4)—

(4)—

(3)—

(3)—

(3)—

(3)—

(3)—

Roman Catholic

20

25

25

25

25

25

20

Unified Reformed Church

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

RAF
75

75

70

75

75

75

(2)70

Baptist

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(8)—

Church of England

50

50

45

45

45

45

(8)—

Church of Ireland

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(8)—

Church of Scotland

5

5

5

5

5

5

(8)—

Methodist

5

5

5

5

5

5

(8)—

Presbyterian

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(4)—

(8)—

Roman Catholic

10

10

10

10

10

10

(8)—

(1) Due to the introduction of a new personnel administration system, the breakdown of naval service chaplains by rank and denomination is provisional at November 2006 and a breakdown of RAF chaplains by denomination is not available at November 2006. The total number of naval service and RAF chaplains at November 2006 is provisional pending review.

Answer continued on following page:


	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Question (continued)

Answer continued from previous page:
(2) Denotes provisional.
(3) Denotes zero.
(4 )Denotes fewer than five. All other figures have been rounded to the nearest five.
(5) Naval Service includes Royal Navy and Royal Marines.
(6) A breakdown of naval service chaplains by denomination is not available prior to April 2006 as this information is not held centrally.
(7) The naval service totals for April 2006 and November 2006 include five Christian chaplains of unknown denomination. The Army totals for April 2006 and November 2006 include fewer than five Christian chaplains of unknown denomination. The RAF total for April 2006 includes fewer than five Christian chaplains of unknown denomination.
(8) Denotes not available.

UK regular forces excludes full-time reserve service personnel, Ghurkhas, the Home Service battalions of the Royal Irish Regiment and mobilised reservists.
For table showing rank of chaplains see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070111/text/70111w0011.htm#0701124000091 
Westminster Petition
John Austin: I have a petition from residents of Bexley and neighbouring areas regarding the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000, which makes it unlawful for public authorities in carrying out any functions of the authority to do any act which constitutes discrimination.

The petition states:

The Humble Petition of residents of Bexley and neighbouring areas sheweth

That Section 19B of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 makes it unlawful for public authorities in carrying out any functions of the authority to do any act which constitutes discrimination.

However, Section 19C exempts courts and employment tribunals:

‘Section 19C (1) Section 19B does not apply to—

(a) any judicial act (Whether done by a court, tribunal or other person): or

(b) any act done on the instructions, or on behalf of a person acting in a judicial capacity.’

The exceptions undermine the intention of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 and are not in keeping with the spirit of Articles 1, 2, 3, 7, 8 and 10 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948.

Wherefore your Petitioners pray that your honourable House will urge the Home Secretary to introduce legislation to bring the judiciary and tribunals within the scope of Section 19B of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound will ever pray etc.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070109/debtext/70109-0019.htm#07010990000001 


	Race Equality

Press Release
Letter to Chief Executives of NHS Trusts in England and Wales

http://www.dh.gov.uk/assetRoot/04/14/20/88/04142088.pdf 
News
Where are the black visitors in my gallery?   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,1984437,00.html
Watchdog’s threat to book awards that exclude whites   

http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/news/article-23380952-details/Watchdog's+threat+to+book+awards+that+exclude+whites/article.do 

Sex, race, age and religion — the growth industry

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,27969-2534217.html 

TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Michael McMahon (S2O-11633): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it intends to include statistics on the Irish community in Scotland on the website of its one Scotland, many cultures campaign and what the reasons are for its position on the matter. 

Reply from Rhona Brankin: The one Scotland, many cultures website includes statistics on the Irish community in Scotland: there is a link to the "Analysis of Ethnicity in the 2001 Census: Summary Report" in the ethnicity data section, and there is a section on Irish migration in the section on the history of migration.

Michael McMahon: I want to make the minister aware that I and many others in the Irish community in Scotland are concerned that the Scottish Executive's claim on its one Scotland, many cultures website that the Pakistani community is the biggest ethnic minority in the country is factually inaccurate. We are also concerned that its recognition of only non-white ethnic minorities undermines the excellent aims of the campaign. Does the minister acknowledge that as 50,000 Irish-born people and 100,000 people who have an Irish parent live in Scotland and as the multigenerational Irish community in Scotland has almost 500,000 people, the continuing failure properly to acknowledge the existence and importance of the Irish community in the country prevents the development of a proper understanding of the problems of racism and sectarianism in Scotland?
Answer continued on following page:


	Racism

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Answer continued from previous page:
Reply from Rhona Brankin: I make it clear that racism is absolutely unacceptable, whomever it is directed at, including invisible minorities in Scotland, such as the Irish, the English or new communities arriving from the new European Union accession states. That is one of the key messages of the one Scotland campaign. Racism and discrimination are experienced by a number of different racial and ethnic groups in Scotland. The awareness campaign cannot attempt to address all those groups individually. However, although the campaign does not deal specifically with racism toward Irish people, the fundamental messages are the same. The key issue is to tackle the underlying attitudes and behaviours, whomever they are directed at and however they are manifested.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0111-02.htm#Col30993 
News
Police appeal over racial abuse   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/6235609.stm
Top Muslim officers turn on ‘racist’ Met   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2534981,00.html
Study flags up jobs race bias   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=49382007
Bovver boots and ballerinas    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/6255195.stm
Covent Garden protest at 'BNP ballerina'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=66132007
Is there institutionalised anti-Catholicism within Scotland and is it evident in our media? The answer is a definite ‘yes’    

http://www.sundayherald.com/life/people/display.var.1122015.0.is_there_institutionalised_anticatholicism_within_scotland_and_is_it_evident_in_our_media_the_answer_is_a_definite_yes.php
Catholics question 'discrimination'   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=69662007
'Sectarian jokes' put QC's job on the line   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=70012007
TOP


	Other Holyrood
Press Release 
New Communities Minister

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/01/09112513
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Questions
Vincent Cable (114773): To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what estimate he has made of the number of child trust fund accounts opened by the Government where the account may contravene the religious beliefs of the parents of the child; what steps he has taken to avoid such action; what alternative provision he has considered; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70111w01.htm 

Press Release 
Home Secretary makes statement to Parliament

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/foreign-convictions 
TOP



	Other News
Call for faith-based NHS services    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/6253409.stm
Muslims in need of special health care from the NHS, says professor   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=66252007
Arts Council is “starving” multicultural projects

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/NewsAndEvents/ViewArticles.aspx?f=h&al=t&pid=5600 

TOP


	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/index.htm 
Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-passed.pdf 
Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 
Stage 2 

Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/b50s2-aspassed.pdf 
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 1 Report

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/reports-06/j2r06-14-00.htm
Commissioner for Older People Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 

** Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill (Justice 1 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/index.htm 

Revised Explanatory Notes   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-stage2-en-rev.pdf 

SPICe Briefing: Parliamentary onsideration prior to Stage 3  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-07/SB07-01.pdf 
Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill (Justice 2 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-aspassed.pdf 




	Bills in Progress
Holyrood (continued)
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/index.htm 

Stage 1 
St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/41-stAndrew/index.htm
Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill (Communities Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/index.htm 
Stage 1 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
These Bills will not reappear in MEMO until they receive further Parliamentary consideration
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

no indication of further Parliamentary consideration

Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/003/2007003.pdf
no indication of further Parliamentary consideration

Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

no indication of further Parliamentary consideration

TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
**closes this week!
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005: Proposals for Charities Reorganisation (Scotland) Regulations 2007 (15 January 2007)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/152273/0040985.pdf
** closes this week!
Commission on Integration and Cohesion - Your chance to tell us what you think 

(19 January 2007)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/316/CommissiononIntegrationandCohesionYourchancetotelluswhatyouthink_id1504316.pdf 

Supplementary questions for faith communities, Race Equality Councils and others

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1505094 
Regeneration formal investigation (31 January 2007)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration/callforevidence.html 

and

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration.html 

Establishing a Migration Advisory Committee (31 January 2007)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/macconsultation.pdf 
Fair, effective, transparent and trusted – Rebuilding confidence in our immigration system: An independent and transparent assessment of immigration (16 February 2007)
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/faireffecttivetransparentin2.pdf 
** Mainstreaming Equalities (30 March 2007) 

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=5a457b90-198d-4c05-b305-00ba28d96e63
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 

Sites for Gypsies and Travellers (online discussion forum – no closing date)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1503228 

and 

http://forum.communities.gov.uk/forum/sites
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	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Anne Frank [+ you}

8-28 January 2007 in and around Kirkcaldy

Multi-site interactive festival to explore the themes of prejudice, disrespect and intolerance through the words, images and experiences of Anne Frank, her family and other survivors of the Holocaust. Exhibitions, theatre and workshops look at the issues of racial hatred, conflict and peace, inclusion and exclusion, democracy and dictatorship, and responsibility and indifference. For more information contact annefrank.festival@fife.gov.uk / 01592 414892  or see http://www.annefrankfife.co.uk/index.php
** this week!
Meetings with the Minister for Communities

15 January 2007 in Fife (1.00 – 3.00)

5 February 2007 in Dundee (1.30 – 3.30)
As part of the Scottish Executive commitment to the Race Equality agenda in Scotland and engagement with grassroot communities, the Minister of Communities will be conducting, in partnership with the Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS), a series of consultations with Ethnic Minority Communities across Scotland. The aim is to consult directly with the local community groups and projects, ensuring their voices are heard, addressing issues of concern and needs. For information contact BEMIS adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk /  0141 548 80 47 

** this week!
Regeneration – for whom – by whom and to whom?

17 January 2007 in Glasgow (1.00-5.00)

The first of a series of events staged by ‘Accommodating Diversity’ to coincide with the CRE’s gathering of evidence for its General Formal Investigation into Regeneration, it is an ideal opportunity for housing providers, tenants and community groups, to participate in the debate as to where Glasgow’s next major phase of affordable house building is going. For information contact SHARE  info@share.org.uk  / 0141 550 7595

** this week!
Widening the Way in

19 January 2007 in Falkirk

BME Linked Work & Training Programme and SCVO interactive conference to share learning on how voluntary organisations can support people from excluded and disadvantaged communities to access training and educational opportunities from colleges and universities. For information contact Cathie Rowell cathie.rowell@scvo.org.uk / 0141 225 8003



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** this week!
Proposal for a UK Charitable Giving and Philanthropy Research Centre

19 January 2007 in Edinburgh (1.30-4.00)

Consultation workshop to discuss the creation of the UK's first Research Centre for Charitable Giving and Philanthropy. The Centre will support high quality research aimed at developing a better understanding of charitable giving and philanthropy, and to inform policy and practice. It will work closely with academics, policy makers, donors, fund raisers and others, to build a credible intelligence base for the sector and to provide R&D support, training and an extensive publications and seminar programme. For information contact Angela Manson at angela@carnegieuk.org 

National Standards for Community Engagement

23 January 2007 in Dundee

25 January 2007 in Glasgow

The National Standards for Community Engagement were developed by the Scottish Community Development Centre (SCDC) as a practical tool to help everyone involved in community engagement to make it work better. These four regional events will enable everyone to share experience of what works well in community engagement. For information contact SCDC 0141 248 1924.
The Concepts of Equality

24 January 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss the theories that underpin stereotypes, prejudice and discrimination in our society and how this impacts on the key concept of equalities. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Managing Change – Making Equalities Work

21 February 2007  in Edinburgh (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss how to create congruence between an organisation's identity, values and beliefs about equalities and its practices, personnel's behaviour and cultural and physical environment. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Equalities Legislation and the Implications for Individuals and Organisations

14 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to examine the equality legislation that underpins equality, diversity and inclusion work and consider the impact on individuals and within organisations. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Developing Effective Positive Action initiatives

15 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss the process of developing, implementing and sustaining effective Positive Action initiatives in organisations to counteract the effects of past discrimination, to help overcome disadvantages and eliminate future discrimination. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
TOP


	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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